
Travel Report from ICSE 2005 
Johan Fredriksson 
Mälardalen University, Department of Computer Science and Engineering 
johan.fredriksson@mdh.se 
5th Dec 2005 

This year, the jazzy city of St. Louis, USA, hosted the ICSE conference from 15th to21st 

May. ICSE is one of the largest and most prestigious conferences within the area of software 
engineering. I had a long paper accepted at the 8th international Symposium on Component-
Based Software Engineering (CBSE) which was held in conjunction with the ICSE 
conference. ICSE is a very large conference with almost 1000 participants, more than 70 
papers on the main conference, four adjunct and co-located events and almost 20 workshops 
and fifteen tutorials. During the conference there are also many industrial sessions and 
events. 

It was very exciting to participate in the conference and even more exciting to present my 
paper at CBSE. CBSE8 was a two day event with 23 papers and about 70 participants. As 
usual the symposium was very discussion oriented, and many of the senior researchers 
within the community participated in the discussions. One of the hot discussions of this year 
was regarding the direction of component-based software engineering. Several of the senior 
researchers within the community expressed the need for ‘real results’.The sympsium 
featured an invited talks by Dave Thomas, IBM OTI Labs. Dave talked about the 
implications and necessity of component-based engineering. The talk was very interesting 
and just the right amount of provocativeness expected from a good keynote. 

The invited keynote speakers of the conference were overall good, though the topics and 
quality of presentation were in my opinion a bit varying. The topics were a bit to specific and 
not as provocative as I would expect from a keynote at such a big conference. None of the 
keynotes could measure up to last years invited talk by Richard Stallman.  

The most interesting part of the conference was, as usually, to meet and talk to fellow 
researchers. I met several fellow researchers from last year’s conference, with whom I 
continued some rather interesting discussions. That is one of the very rewarding parts of 
returning to the same conference and joining the same people. 

St.Louis is a rather typical mid/south city with many small RnB-pubs and restaurants. The 
atmosphere in the smaller neighbourhood’s bars is very bluesy and jazzy. One performance 
that I and a few colleges went to was a guy that played excellent blues guitar; half way 
through the performance he was clearly inspired by something and started playing with the 
guitar behind his neck, behind his back, on the floor with his tteth, and finally with his 
tongue. A night well worth remembering.  
 


