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About the Event 
The purpose of the RUNES summer school was to disseminate the technologies developed in the 
RUNES project (www.ist-runes.org) to scientists, engineers and students across Europe. The event 
took place over three days in July, the first two focusing on technical lectures combined with hands-on 
programming classes, while the third day was devoted to the usage of RUNES applications and 
demonstrators (and also targeted at a broader group than just computer engineers). 
 
The program contained many different items – everything from information on the RUNES 
architecture and component model, via introduction to the Contiki OS used, to usage of encryption on 
embedded devices using hardware acceleration and data fusion. On the third day the presentations 
covered the applicability of wireless sensor networks to firefighting, an introduction to how 
firefighting is done, and finally a panel discussion on the opportunities and drawbacks of deploying 
technology like RUNES widely was held. 

My Contribution and Experiences 
I went to the event together with one of the other PhD students at my department, Tahir Naseer 
Qureshi, to learn more about the RUNES project and its results. 
 
The RUNES summer school was a very interesting event for us to attend, even though the research I 
do isn’t directly related to the research done within the RUNES project. Even though the RUNES 
project is more targeted on wireless sensor networks (and not automotive networks, as the two of us 
work on), the work they have done is still very relevant, as it is one of few embedded systems design 
from bottom up with reconfigurability in mind. This is an important common point of the area even if 
the application areas differ. 
 
On the second day of the event, there was an opportunity for the participating students to present their 
own work. Together with Tahir, who also participated in the event, I introduced the work we do 
within the DySCAS project. 

Conclusion and Outcome 
All of the presentations, together with photos, have been put online on the webpage for the summer 
school (http://www.ist-runes.org/summer_school/). The event was very interesting and gave me a lot 
of new viewpoints on the research I’m currently doing, and I had the opportunity to meet a lot of PhD 
students from other parts of Europe involved in related research, mainly within the wireless sensor 
network community. 
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